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Logistical Challenges

Solar is growing fast…
but we have a long way 
to go!

Source:SEIA US Solar Industry Year in Review 2008
http://www.seia.org/galleries/pdf/2008_Year_in_Review-small.pdf

20% of U.S. peak power
= 150GW

To do that with PV will 
require over 2,200 times 
all the PV installed in 2008

33% Growth to Achieve 20% PV by 2030
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Political Challenges

Traditional energy 
interests dominate the 
debate and skew policy 
in their favor.

Renewable energy 
lobbyists are 
outnumbered 10 to 1
by traditional energy 
interests.

Source: The Center for Public Integrity

http://www.publicintegrity.org/investigations/climate_change/



American Petroleum Inst. = $1.9M

BP = $3.6M
Marathon Oil = $3.4M

ConocoPhillips = $5.9M

Chevron = $7.0M

ExxonMobil = $9.6M

Lobbying Expenditures in 
1st Quarter of 2009

American Wind Energy Assoc (AWEA) = $1.60 M

American Coalition for 
Clean Coal Energy (ACCCE) 

Annual budget = $45M

Solar Energy Industry Assoc (SEIA) = $0.41 M

American Wind Energy Assoc (AWEA) = $1.60 M



We need to…

Organize,

Advertise,

and Educate.



Solar 101
• Community solar education series
• Partnership with Pima County Library
• 23 sessions held since Nov. 2007
• Min. 50 participants per session, often more

Congressional Office Activities

Solar Hot Team
• Weekly info sharing conference call
• Solar leaders from across Arizona
• Removes obstacles, promotes teamwork

Legislation:

110th Congress:
• Solar Energy Research and Advancement Act of 2007 (H.R.2774)
• Renewable Energy Assistance Act of 2007 (H.R. 3807)

111th Congress:
• Revision of Federal Contracting Rules for Solar Power (H.R. 175)
• Solar Stimulus for Job Creation and Energy Independence Act (H.R. 546)
• Solar Manufacturing Advancement Act of 2009 (H.R. 576)
• Amendment to H.R. 2454 ACES (Federal RPS; Extended Contracting)
• Solar Energy R&D Reauthorization (in development)



Thank You!

U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (AZ-08)
Office: (202) 225-2542


