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AMENDMENT TO H.R. 3957

OFFERED BY MS. GIFFORDS OF ARIZONA

Page 5, after line 16, insert the following new sec-

tion:

1 SEC. 6. WATER MANAGEMENT STUDY AND REPORT.

2 (a) STUDY.—
3 (1) REQUIREMENT.—The Administrator of the
4 Environmental Protection Agency shall enter into an
5 arrangement with the National Academy of Sciences
6 to complete a study of low impact and soft path
7 strategies for management of water supply, waste-
8 water, and stormwater.
9 (2) CONTENTS.—The study shall—
10 (A) examine and compare the state of re-
11 search, technology development, and emerging
12 practices in other developed and developing
13 countries with those in the United States;
14 (B) identify and evaluate relevant system
15 approaches for comprehensive water manage-
16 ment, including the interrelationship of water
17 systems with other major systems such as en-
18 ergy and transportation;
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2
(C) identify priority research and develop-
ment needs; and
(D) assess implementation needs and bar-
riers.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency shall transmit to the Com-
mittee on Science and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works of the Senate a report on the key findings of
the study conducted under subsection (a). The report shall
evaluate challenges and opportunities and serve as a prac-
tical reference for water managers, planners, developers,
scientists, engineers, non-governmental organizations, fed-
eral agencies, and regulators by recommending innovative

and integrated solutions.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this section—

(1) the term “low impact” means a strategy
that manages rainfall at the source using uniformly
distributed decentralized micro-scale controls to
mimic a site’s predevelopment hydrology by using
design techniques that infiltrate, filter, store, evapo-
rate, and detain runoff close to its source; and

(2) the term ‘‘soft path” means a general

framework that encompasses—
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1 (A) increased efficiency of water use;

(B) integration of water supply, waste-
water treatment, and stormwater management
systems; and

(C) protection, restoration, and effective
use of the natural capacities of ecosystems to

provide clean water.
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There

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
9 are authorized to be appropriated to the Administrator of

10 the Environmental Protection Agency for carrying out this

11 section $1,000,000 for fiscal year 2009.

Page 5, line 17, redesignate section 6 as section 7.
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